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Mark E. Bachmann, BA ‘91, Partner and Chief Client Officer at
Marcus Thomas LLC, has been appointed to the Board of
Directors for the Akron Community Foundation.

Laura B. Culp, MT ’91, Partner at Sikich, has been appointed to
the Board of Directors for the Akron Community Foundation.

Roger E. Gordon, BA '92, a freelance writer, had his 11th sports history book,
"The Cleveland Browns All-Time All-Stars: The Best Players at Each Position for the
Browns," published in 2022. Another book of local interest Gordon authored is
"The Miracle of Richfield: The Story of the 1975-76 Cleveland Cavaliers,"
published in 2016. Gordon, whose books are available via online book sellers, is
currently working on a book about a famous National Football League playoff
game from 1974.

Christopher C. “Chris” Keppler, BA’91, MA '14, professor of
practice in the School of Communication and General Manager
of WZIP-FM, was named The University of Akron’s institutional
winner for the Mid-American Conference’s 2023 Outstanding
Faculty Award for Student Success. The award recognizes
outstanding efforts of MAC faculty who support and develop
students both inside and outside of the classroom. Keppler focusses on assisting
with initiatives that help to build educational and social aspects of students’
college experience, often helping with official and impromptu meetings with
prospective students, serving as orator at commencement ceremonies, arranging
student trips to national conferences, or finding ways to build self-confidence in
students involved with the radio station.




Christopher W. Kuhar, BS '97, was selected to receive The
University of Akron’s Buchtel College of Arts & Sciences (BCAS)
Buchtel Award for Distinguished Alumni. Kuhar has
demonstrated exceptional achievements in his career and is to
be recognized for his outstanding contributions in the field of
wildlife conservation. Kuhar has demonstrated dedication and
leadership at the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo in providing
excellent animal care, increasing positive conservation impact, creating impactful
conservation educational opportunities, as well as growing sustainable
techniques.

Richard M. Kurasz, MM ’96, has been named the College of Fine
Arts and Communication (COFAC) Associate Dean at Western
lllinois University effective July 1, 2023. Kurasz had been serving
as Interim Associate Dean since August 2022.
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Mary B. Outley Kelly, BSE "90, MSE 96, now leads Akron Public Schools as interim
superintendent. Formerly the district’s executive director of elementary
education, Outley Kelly said she stepped up to fill the interim role because of her
32 years in Akron Public Schools. Outley Kelly will now be the second black
woman to lead the school system.

Monica P. Vinay, BSA 92, BSA '92, has been named the new CFO
for Visual Edge IT, Inc. (VEIT). Vinay will serve on the executive
leadership team and drive the company’s financial goals. VEIT
specializes in managed IT services and security, cloud computing,
and print/copy solutions for businesses across the U.S.




Gregory R. Yandek, BS ‘98, PhD ’05, has been hired to lead the
Energetic Materials Research and Training Center (EMRTC), a
world-class research, development, and evaluation facility, at
New Mexico Tech. The EMRTC is NMT’s largest division,
overseeing 116 highly experienced, specifically trained, and
technically proficient employees who perform research,
development, and testing of all types of energetic materials -
from improvised explosive devices (IEDs) to military munitions - and provides
homeland security courses for first responders. Yandek started as EMRTC director
May 1, 2023.




